
Our	supporters	and	members	have	asked	us	to	con3nue	our	educa3onal	and	outreach	role	with	regards	to	chronic	
was3ng	disease.		We	were	proud	to	sponsor	the	January	2016	symposium	on	chronic	was3ng	disease,	the	first	
event	of	this	type	ever	held	in	Texas.		We	want	to	ensure	stakeholders,	interest	groups,	and	the	state	agencies	have	
the	most	accurate	and	up-to-date	informa3on	possible.	

Texas	Parks	and	Wildlife	Special	Commission	hearing	on	proposed	rules	related	to	chronic	
was;ng	disease	will	be	held	June	20,	2016.			

The	Special	Commission	mee0ng	on	June	20th	is	to	hear	public	and	resource	witness	tes0mony	
on	proposed	rules	to	enhance	detec0on	of	chronic	was0ng	disease	and	regulate	the	
movement/transfer	of	whitetail	deer.		The	proposed	rules	were	originally	published	in	the	April	
22,	2016	Texas	Register,	which	can	be	found	here.		Explana0on	and	background	begins	on	page	
2853	of	the	Register.		In	order	to	accommodate	some	issues	brought	forth	by	the	deer	breeding	
community	since	publica0on,	TPWD	has	included	some	amendments	to	the	proposed	rules.		
Appendix	A	is	an	execu0ve	summary	of	the	current	proposed	rules	with	amendments;	the	
complete	rules	with	amendments	are	included	on	the	agenda	for	the	June	20th	hearing.		Click	
here	to	read	the	agenda.			

The	hearing	begins	at	9am	at	the	J.J.	Pickle	Research	Campus	Commons	Learning	Center.		Doors		
will	open	around	8AM,	and	there	will	be	a	table	set	up	where	witnesses	must	complete	a	short	
form.		Most	witnesses	will	sign	up	either	“for”	or	“against”	proposed	rules.		You	may	register	as	
a	witness	without	tes0fying,	and	your	name	will	s0ll	be	included	in	the	public	record.		

“Resource	witnesses”	work	for	a	state	agency	or	other	state	funded	enterprise,	and	should	
register	“on”	the	issue,	rather	than	“for”	or	“against.”			

Each	witness	is	given	three	minutes,	and	typically	the	order	follows	the	order	in	which	the	sign	
in	sheets	were	received.		In	other	words,	those	who	sign	in	early	will	go	first.		The	Commission	
may	call	a	resource	witness	to	the	podium	at	any	0me.			

It	is	important	that	all	interested	par0es	are	equally	represented	to	present	a	balanced	
viewpoint	to	the	Commission.			

Introduc;on		
Deer	hun0ng	and	deer	management	are	extremely	important	to	Texas’	hun0ng	heritage	and	
economy.		Texas	boasts	4	million	free-ranging	white-tailed	deer	and	approximately	650,000	deer	
hunters.		Deer	hunters	harvest	an	es0mated	600,000	white-tailed	deer	on	approximately	
250,000	Texas	farms	and	ranches	annually.		Deer	hun0ng	alone	generates	an	es0mated	$2.2	
billion	in	economic	ac0vity	annually,	and	is	an	important	component	of	many	rural	economies.		

There	are	approximately	1,300	permi\ed	deer	breeders	in	Texas.		These	permi\ees	hold	
approximately	120,000	cap0ve	deer	annually;	each	year,	deer	breeders	liberate	more	than	
25,000	deer	to	approximately	1,500	release	sites.		A	2007	study	by	the	Ag	and	Food	Policy	
Center	at	Texas	A&M	University	es0mated	deer	breeding	has	a	total	economic	impact	of	$652	
million,	and	supports	7,335	jobs. 			1
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Background	on	CWD	
Chronic	was0ng	disease	(CWD)	belongs	to	a	family	of	diseases	known	as	transmissible	
spongiform	encephalopathies,	or	prion	diseases.		Other	TSEs	include	bovine	spongiform	
encephalopathy	in	ca\le	(mad	cow	disease),	scrapie	in	sheep,	feline	spongiform	
encephalopathy	in	cats,	and	Creutzfeldt-Jakob	disease	in	humans.		For	addi0onal	informa0on,	
click	here,	and	also	refer	to	the	sec0on	“Background	Regarding	CWD”	published	in	the	Texas	
Register	along	with	the	proposed	rules.			

This	sec0on	of	the	Register	also	contains	a	brief	history	of	the	first	discovery	of	CWD	in	whitetail	
at	a	deer	breeding	facility,	subsequent	discoveries	at	other	facili0es,	and	a	history	of	TPWD	
rulemaking.			

Rulemaking	Background	
The	first	confirma0on	of	CWD	in	whitetail	deer	in	Texas	occurred	in	June	of	2015.		Texas	Parks	
and	Wildlife	Department	(TPWD)	quickly	sought	to	iden0fy,	isolate,	and	contain	the	disease	by	
adop0ng	emergency	breeder	rules	on	August	18,	2015,	which	were	extended	on	December	1,	
2015.		The	emergency	rules	were	subsequently	replaced	by	interim	rules	approved	by	the	
Commission.			

When	draging	the	rules,	TPWD	sought	assistance	from	the	Texas	Animal	Health	Commission	
(TAHC)	because	the	TAHC	is	charged	with	protec0ng	the	health	of	Texas	livestock.		In	this	
capacity,	the	agency	has	developed	epidemiologically-based	protocols	to	“prevent,	control,	and	
eradicate	specific	infec0ous	animal	diseases….”		More	informa0on	about	TAHC	can	be	found	
here.		Although	there	were	many	similari0es	in	responding	to	a	typical	outbreak	of	a	livestock	
disease,	the	protocols	for	CWD	had	to	be	adjusted	to	accommodate	the	high	rate	of	deer	
movement	between	breeding	facili0es	and	to	ranches	for	libera0on.	

As	more	data	became	available	during	the	2015-2016	whitetail	season,	TPWD	contracted	with	
the	University	of	Texas	Center	for	Public	Policy	Dispute	Resolu0on	(CPPDR)	to	facilitate	a	
stakeholder	process	to	develop	replacement	rules.		The	stakeholders	met	several	0mes,	and	
achieved	consensus	on	many	issues.		The	report,	along	with	a	list	of	par0cipants,	may	be	found	
here.			

The	proposed	rules	based	on	the	stakeholder	process	(published	in	the	April	22nd	Texas	Register)	
were	presented	during	the	regular	Commission	mee0ng	on	May	26,	2016	with	amendments.		
Ager	several	hours	of	tes0mony,	the	Commission	determined	they	would	not	vote	on	the	
proposed	rules	that	day.		They	directed	TPWD	staff	to	look	for	“reasonable	opportuni0es”	to	
simplify	and/or	sogen	the	regula0ons	as	proposed	without	appreciably	compromising	the	
management	of	disease	risk	to	the	state’s	en0re	herd,	both	cap0ve	and	free	range.		Click	here	to	
listen	to	an	audio	recording	of	the	hearing.			

Summary	of	proposed	rules	
CWD	has	a	long	incuba0on	period	during	which	0me	the	deer	may	not	exhibit	any	signs	of	the	
disease,	so	the	protocols	include	tes0ng	over	a	period	of	0me.		TPWD	is	the	only	state	agency	
that	currently	accepts	live	animal	(ante-mortem)	tes0ng	as	well	post-mortem.		Generally	
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speaking,	a	breeding	facility	that	tests	a	high	percentage	of	deer,	either	living	or	deceased,	over	
a	long	period	of	0me,	is	considered	to	be	a	safer,	low-risk	facility.			

In	the	proposed	rules,	deer	breeding	facili0es	are	assigned	one	of	three	transfer	categories:		
TC1,	TC2	or	TC3.		“TC1”	is	considered	to	be	the	safest	in	terms	of	risk,	meaning	these	facili0es	
have	been	prac0cing	the	most	stringent	tes0ng	protocol	for	CWD.		“TC3”	are	exposed	or	trace	
herds,	meaning	CWD	has	been	detected	at	the	facility;	this	is	the	highest	risk	category.		
Breeding	facili0es	that	begin	as	TC2	or	TC3	may	“test	up”	over	a	period	of	0me	to	TC1.			

In	turn,	the	ranches	that	purchase	or	receive	deer	from	the	breeding	facili0es	are	given	Class	
designa0ons	of	Class	I,	Class	II,	or	Class	III.		A	ranch	that	receives	deer	only	from	a	TC1	breeding	
facility	is	given	a	Class	I	designa0on.		A	ranch	that	receives	deer	from	a	TC1	and	a	TC2	facility	is	
given	a	Class	II	designa0on,	and	so	forth.			

Specific	percentages	of	tes0ng,	and	rule	changes	related	to	Deer	Management	Permits	(DMP),	
Trap	Transport	Transplant	permits	(TTT)	and	Trap	Transport	Process	(TTP)	are	described	in	
Appendix	A.			

Common	ques;ons	

Is	CWD	a	threat	to	Texas	deer?		
CWD	is	an	addi0onal	mortality	factor	in	deer	popula0ons,	and	data	indicate	that	mortality	rates	
can	surpass	fawn	survival	in	deer	herds	with	high	CWD	prevalence.		This	can	result	in	declining	
popula0on	trends.		CWD	does	not	have	an	immediate	short-term	impact	like	some	other	
diseases	such	as	anthrax	or	epizoo0c	hemorrhagic	disease	(EHD);	however,	CWD	may	be	more	
likely	to	influence	long-term	popula0on	dynamics.			

For	example,	the	Wyoming	Game	and	Fish	Department	has	monitored	an	infected	mule	deer	
popula0on	in	southeast	Wyoming.		In	2001,	there	was	an	es0mated	14,393	mule	deer	and	a	
CWD	prevalence	of	15%.		Ten	years	later,	the	disease	prevalence	was	57%	and	the	popula0on	
was	es0mated	at	less	than	7,500	deer. 		2
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While	CWD	may	not	be	the	sole	cause	of	the	decline,	research	shows	that	CWD	posi0ve	mule	
deer	and	whitetail	are	much	more	likely	to	die	compared	to	their	uninfected	counterparts. 		3

They	become	more	vulnerable	to	other	mortality	factors	including	preda0on,	hunter	harvest,	
and	vehicle	collisions.		Three	unrelated	studies	on	CWD	posi0ve	whitetail,	mule	deer,	and	elk	
indicate	declining	survival	rates,	and	suggest	harves0ng	female	cervids	may	be	an	unsustainable	
management	prac0ce. 			4

Closer	to	home,	researchers	at	Texas	A&M	Kingsville,	Caesar	Kleberg	Wildlife	Research	Ins0tute	
recently	conducted	a	popula0on	modeling	exercise	to	simulate	the	introduc0on	of	CWD	into	a	
white-tailed	deer	popula0on	in	a	semi-arid	environment.		The	manuscript	for	this	work	is	
currently	being	peer-reviewed	at	the	journal	PLOS	ONE.		This	modeling	exercise	u0lized	long-
term	datasets	from	South	Texas	deer	popula0ons,	and	CWD	prevalence	rates	occurring	in	
Wisconsin.		Though	the	results	are	preliminary,	the	model	predicted	a	65	percent	decrease	in	
popula0on	size	for	an	unharvested	south	Texas	popula0on	within	50	years	ager	introduc0on	of		
CWD.		The	model	predicted	a	67	percent	decrease	with	a	harvest	of	1-7	percent	of	the	males	in	
a	popula0on	with	CWD,	and	an	89	percent	decrease	with	the	addi0on	of	1-6	percent	harvest	of	
females.		The	semi-arid	south	Texas	climate	results	in	low	and	variable	fawn	survival,	which	
means	that	adult	survival	must	be	high	to	maintain	the	popula0on.		The	addi0onal	adult	
mortality	from	CWD	would	result	in	a	popula0on	decline	even	in	the	absence	of	harvest.		
Furthermore,	the	male	age	structure	of	the	popula0on	would	decline,	leaving	fewer	adult	males	
(>4.5	years	old)	available	for	harvest. 		5

Can	CWD	be	contained	or	controlled?		
Once	CWD	becomes	established	in	a	free-ranging	deer	popula0on,	it	is	very	unlikely	that	it	can	
be	eradicated.		However,	CWD	can	be	contained	in	a	specific	area	or	within	a	breeding	facility	
simply	by	stopping	the	movement	of	deer	from	these	infected	popula0ons.		
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Early	detec0on	is	cri0cal	for	disease	containment.	Obviously,	the	earlier	the	disease	is	detected,	
the	sooner	risks	for	transmission	can	be	minimized.		

Illinois	implemented	a	strategic	harvest	strategy	in	2002,	and	has	successfully	maintained	a	
constant	prevalence	of	~1%.		Wisconsin	began	a	similar	approach	in	2002	but	discon0nued	their	
efforts	in	2007	in	response	to	strong	opposi0on.		CWD	prevalence	in	Wisconsin	has	increased	
more	than	5X	since	relaxing	its	response	strategy.			

� 	

What	is	the	probability	of	detec3ng	CWD	under	different	tes3ng	regimes?			
Conven0onal	post-mortem	tes0ng	regimes	have	a	very	low	probability	of	detec0ng	the	disease	
in	any	one	year.		The	probability	of	detec0ng	CWD	increases	through	0me	if	the	popula0on	has	
been	“closed”	for	several	years,	and	100%	of	eligible	mortali0es	have	been	tested.		This	forms	
the	basis	of	the	voluntary	Texas	Animal	Health	Commission	Herd	Cer0fica0on	Program	which	
requires	100%	tes0ng	over	a	five	year	period.		In	Texas,	CWD	has	been	discovered	only	in	deer	
breeding	facili0es	that	tested	more	than	90%	of	eligible	mortali0es.			

Most	states	with	CWD	require	100%	mortality	tes0ng	in	the	breeding	facili0es,	and	100%	
mortality	tes0ng	ager	release	into	a	shoo0ng	preserve	(see	Appendix	B).	

Modeling	efforts	have	demonstrated	that	low	tes0ng	rates	have	a	very	low	probability	of	
detec0ng	the	disease,	even	in	a	closed	system.		
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Could	the	new	CWD	rules	nega3vely	affect	deer	breeders?		
All	other	things	being	equal,	a	release	site	customer	would	prefer	to	receive	deer	from	a	TC1	
facility,	whether	the	mo0va0on	is	“safer”	deer,	or	not	wan0ng	to	conduct	CWD	tes0ng,	or	both.		
As	per	the	proposed	rules,	TC2	and	TC3	breeders	may	“test	up”	to	TC1	status	through	a	live	
animal	test	regime	over	a	period	of	0me.		Deer	breeders	who	elect	not	to	work	toward	TC1	
status	may	have	a	more	difficult	0me	in	the	marketplace.			

Are	free	range	deer	be	tested	at	the	same	rate	as	breeder	deer?		
Although	there	is	no	requirement	for	individuals	to	collect	and	submit	samples	from	free-
ranging	popula0ons	of	deer,	Texas	hunters	and	landowners	contributed	8,000	CWD	samples	
during	the	2015-2016	hun0ng	season.		Another	2,000	samples	were	collected	from	road-killed	
deer.			

Disease	vectors	are	compressed	when	animals	are	in	confined	areas,	and	the	transporta0on	of	
deer	greatly	increases	the	risk	of	inadvertently	spreading	CWD	to	new	areas.		For	approximately	
a	decade,	TPWD	has	required	some	levels	of	CWD	tes0ng	at	all	deer	breeding	facili0es	and	Trap,	
Transport,	Transplant	(TTT)	sites.		Under	current	and	proposed	rules,	those	who	do	not	wish	to	
move	deer	by	TTT	permit	are	not	required	to	test,	and	deer	breeders	who	do	not	wish	to	move	
deer	are	not	required	to	test.			

Historically,	deer	breeders	tested	released	deer	at	about	a	70%	lower	rate	compared	to	tes0ng	
of	deer	moved	and	released	via	TTT	permits.		The	percentage	increased	in	2015-	2016	with	the	
adop0on	of	the	emergency	and	interim	CWD	rules,	but	s0ll	remains	lower	than	TTT	permits	
(17%	to	23%).		

How	many	deer	breeding	facili3es	are	connected	to	the	first	CWD-posi3ve	facility?	
During	the	epidemiological	inves0ga0on	of	the	first	CWD-posi0ve	in	a	breeding	facility,	TPWD	
determined	that	over	75%	of	deer	breeders	in	Texas	were	linked	to	this	CWD-posi0ve	facility	by	
no	more	than	3	degrees	of	separa0on.				
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Appendix	A	

Overview	of	May	26,	2016	CWD	Rule	Proposal	with	Amendments	

Deer	Breeder	CWD	Rules		
Period	1	(effec;ve	date	of	rule	–	May	15,	2017)	

1. Beginning	April	1,	2017,	a	deer	breeding	facility	must	have	tested	80%	of	the	eligible	
mortali0es	in	the	previous	report	year	to	be	movement	qualified	(MQ).			

2. In	order	to	qualify	for	no	release	site	tes0ng	(TC1)	facility	must:	

a. Have	Cer0fied	or	“5th-Year”	status	in	TAHC	Herd	Cer0fica0on	Program	

b. Have	tested	at	least	80%	of	eligible	mortali0es	over	the	previous	five	years	

c. Have	ante-mortem	tested	50%	of	herd	by	May	15,	2017.		Note:	By	ante-mortem	
tes0ng	a	minimum	of	25%,	a	facility	may	temporarily	a\ain	TC1	status.		In	order	to	
maintain	TC1	status	ager	May	15,	2017,	the	facility	must	supply	the	remainder	of	
ante-mortem	samples	to	reach	the	50%	tes0ng	level.	

3. Facili0es	that	are	not	TC3	(CWD	trace	herds),	and	not	TC1,	will	be	classified	as	TC2	and	
release	site	tes0ng	will	be	required	at	associated	(Class	II)	release	sites.	

4. Ager	May	15,	2017,	the	only	pathway	to	TC1	status	will	be	via	2.a.	and	2.b.	above.	

Period	2	(10/2016	–02/28/2019)	
1. All	TC1	and	TC2	facili0es	must	con0nue	to	test	80%	of	eligible	mortali0es	annually.	

2. All	TC2	release	sites	(Class	II)	must	CWD-test	the	first	15	deer	harvested	per	season	through	
the	end	of	the	2018/2019	hun0ng	season.	

Period	3	(03/1/2019	and	on)	
1. All	deer	breeding	facili0es	are	either	MQ,	not	movement	qualified	(NMQ)	or	TC3	

2. MQ	facili0es	must	test	80%	of	eligible	mortali0es.	

3. NMQ	facili0es	have	not	tested	80%	of	eligible	mortali0es	annually.	

4. There	will	be	no	release	site	tes0ng	for	any	facili0es,	except	for	non-compliant	sites	as	
indicated	below	under	Release	Site	Provisions.	

TC3	or	CWD	Trace	Facili;es	
1. Irrespec0ve	of	the	0me	periods	described	above,	CWD	trace	facili0es	(TC3)	will	be	required	

to	test	100%	of	eligible	mortali0es	in	the	pen,	and	100%	of	hunter	harvested	deer	at	Class	III	
release	sites.	

2. All	deer	released	on	Class	III	release	sites	must	be	tagged	with	a	RFID	or	NUES	tag.	
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Transi;on	Provisions	

1. 2015/2016	Class	II	Release	Sites	will	be	reset	back	to	Class	I	if	they	complied	with	tes0ng	and	
repor0ng	requirements.	

2. 2016/2017	Class	II	Release	Sites	that	are	in	compliance	with	CWD	tes0ng	requirements	will	
be	reset	back	to	Class	I	if	all	TC2	facili0es	that	contributed	deer	during	2016/2017	“test	up”	
to	TC1	status	by	May	15,	2017.	

3. 2016/2017	Class	II	Release	Sites	will	be	reset	back	to	Class	I	if	all	the	breeder	deer	liberated	
prior	to	the	2016/2017	hun0ng	season	are	harvested	and	CWD	tested.	

Release	Site	Provisions	

1. A	harvest	log	must	be	maintained	on	site	and	each	deer	harvested	must	be	entered	in	the	
log	the	day	of	harvest	–	Applies	to	Class	II	and	Class	III	release	sites,	TTT	release	sites,	and	
DMP	sites	that	receive	TC2	deer.	

2. All	breeder	deer	release	sites	must	be	high-fenced	(7	g.)	and	the	landowner	must	ensure	all	
deer	remain	on	the	release	site.	

3. Failure	to	comply	with	release	site	tes0ng	requirements	will	result	in	release	site	tes0ng	
requirements	carrying	forward	un0l	tes0ng	requirements	are	fulfilled.	

4. Failure	to	comply	with	release	site	tes0ng	requirements	will	make	the	release	site	ineligible	
to	receive	a	DMP	permit	or	addi0onal	deer	un0l	tes0ng	compliance	has	been	fully	achieved	
in	subsequent	years.	

5. Liberated	deer	must	have	access	to	the	en0re	acreage	listed	on	the	release	site	registra0on	
form,	except	that	deer	may	be	excluded	from	areas	for	safety	reasons	(i.e.,	airstrips)	or	for	
the	purpose	of	protec0ng	crops,	orchards,	ornamental	plants,	lawns,	etc.		

Other	Breeder	Deer	Provisions	
1. Each	herd	that	has	been	permi\ed	for	at	least	6	months	on	March	31	must	provide	a	

minimum	number	of	CWD	test	results	annually,	irrespec0ve	of	whether	there	are	
mortali0es.		The	minimum	number	of	post-mortem	tests	is	equal	to	4%	of	the	herd.		Ante-
mortem	tests	may	be	subs0tuted	as	provided	for	in	2.	and	3.	below.	

2. A	deer	breeder	may	subs0tute	ante-mortem	tests	for	required	post-mortem	tests	on	a	2:1	
basis	to	meet	tes0ng	requirements	provided	that	post-mortem	tests	have	been	submi\ed	
for	at	least	50%	of	eligible	mortali0es,	or	if	no	mortali0es	have	occurred.	

3. A	deer	breeder	may	subs0tute	ante-mortem	tests	for	required	post-mortem	tests	on	a	4:1	
basis	to	meet	tes0ng	requirements	if	post-mortem	tests	have	been	submi\ed	for	less	than	
50%	of	eligible	mortali0es.	

4. Ante-mortem	tests	must	be	conducted	on	animals	at	least	16	months	of	age	
5. An	individual	deer	may	be	ante-mortem	tested	no	more	frequently	than	every	two	years	

6. There	is	no	residency	requirement	for	an	animal	to	qualify	for	ante-mortem	tes0ng.	
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7. If	a	facility	receives	deer	from	a	facility	of	lower	status,	the	receiving	facility	must	stay	down-
graded	for	2	years.		TC1	is	the	highest	status	and	TC3	is	the	lowest	status	

Deer	Management	Permit	(DMP)	
1. If	a	DMP	breeding	pen	receives	deer	from	a	TC2	facility	or	Class	II	Release	Site,	the	DMP	

release	site	must	CWD	test	the	first	15	hunter	harvested	deer	each	season	through	the	
2018/2019	hun0ng	season.	

2. TC3	deer	may	not	be	transferred	to	a	DMP	facility.	

3. Class	3	release	sites	may	not	conduct	DMP	ac0vi0es.	

Trap,	Transport,	Transplant	permit	(TTT)	
1. Prior	to	issuance	of	a	TTT	permit,	all	TTT	trap	sites	must	provide	15	valid	post-mortem	CWD	

samples	collected	ager	the	Saturday	nearest	September	30.		Excep0on:	TTT	trap	sites	in	
urban	areas	may	u0lize	samples	collected	and	tested	between	April	1	and	the	0me	of	
applica0on.	

2. TTT	release	sites	will	be	required	to	test	the	first	15	deer	in	the	harvest	each	year	through	
the	2018/2019	hun0ng	season.	

3. No	TTT	trapping	from	any	breeder	deer	release	sites.	

Trap,	Transport,	Process	permit	(TTP)	
1. TTP	Permi\ees	must	supply	15	CWD	samples	at	the	end	of	the	season.	

2. CWD	samples	must	be	provided	on	100%	of	deer	taken	by	TTP	on	Class	III	release	sites.	
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Frequently	Ask	Ques;ons	
Landowner’s	Inquiry	into	CWD	Implica;ons	on	Private	Lands	and	CWD	Tes;ng 

Q:	What	are	the	chances	of	finding	CWD	on	my	ranch?	
	 A:		CWD	is	not	known	to	exist	in	Texas	outside	of	the	cap0ve	cervid	facili0es	where	it	was	
discovered	in	July	and	September	of	2015,	and	the	Hueco	Mountains	in	far	West	Texas	in	2012.	
TPWD	has	been	conduc0ng	CWD	surveillance	on	hunter-harvested	deer	and	roadkill	deer	since	
2002,	and	more	than	32,000	samples	have	been	tested	for	CWD.		This	sampling	effort	provides	
TPWD	with	confidence	that	CWD	is	not	in	the	free-ranging	deer	popula0ons	at	a	significant	
prevalence	rate,	if	at	all.		The	chances	of	finding	CWD	on	your	ranch	are	very	slim	and	addi0onal	
CWD	surveillance	efforts	by	TPWD	this	hun0ng	season	should	not	be	cause	for	any	alarm.		The	
increased	sampling	effort	is	to	confirm	that	CWD	is	not	present	in	free-ranging	deer	
popula0ons.	

Q:	What	are	the	benefits	of	CWD	tes;ng	deer	harvested	from	my	ranch?	
	 A:	A	healthy	disease-free	deer	popula0on	is	cri0cal	for	landowners	and	wildlife	
managers	to	maximize	poten0al	of	the	deer	herd	whether	that	is	for	recrea0onal	enjoyment	or	
serves	as	a	source	of	income	for	your	property.	It	is	to	your	benefit	to	monitor	for	CWD	each	
year	to	insure	you	maintain	a	healthy	deer	popula0on.	CWD	tes0ng	hunter-harvested	deer	from	
your	ranch	provides	confidence	to	you	and	your	hunters	that	CWD	is	not	present	in	the	deer	
popula0on	on	your	property.	More	importantly,	annual	monitoring	would	allow	for	early	
detec0on	of	the	disease,	providing	an	opportunity	to	eliminate	the	establishment	of	CWD	in	the	
deer	popula0on.	

Q:	What	will	happen	if	CWD	is	discovered	on	my	ranch?	
	 A:	This	is	a	difficult	ques0on	to	answer	because	there	is	not	a	single	standardized	
approach	to	responding	to	a	CWD	posi0ve	in	a	free-ranging	deer	popula0on.		Disease	
management	strategies	to	combat	CWD	could	include	efforts	to	eradicate	CWD	where	prac0cal	
and	when	circumstances	warrant	such	a	response.		A	more	likely	op0on	would	be	to	implement	
ac0ons	to	limit	the	spread	and	distribu0on	of	CWD	from	the	ranch	or	general	area.		
Understanding	several	factors	that	could	affect	disease	prevalence	and	spread	(e.g.,	geographic	
extent	of	the	disease,	infec0on	rates,	how	and	when	the	disease	was	introduced	to	the	area,	
fence	height	that	may	limit	immigra0on/emigra0on,	etc.)	would	help	determine	the	most	
appropriate	response	to	address	the	CWD	discovery.		With	either	management	strategy,	some	
reduc0on	in	the	deer	popula0on	is	likely	to	be	recommended	unless	deer	densi0es	are	already	
at	low	numbers	(e.g.,	Hueco	Mountain	area	in	far	West	Texas).		The	severity	of	the	popula0on	
reduc0on	depends	on	whether	the	goal	is	to	a\empt	CWD	eradica0on,	or	control	the	spread	of	
CWD	and	reduce	or	maintain	prevalence	rates.		Reducing	a	popula0on	density	to	some	level	
below	30-50	acres	per	deer	might	be	appropriate	to	contain	CWD	in	a	limited	area,	reduce	
prevalence	rates,	and	reduce	opportunity	to	infect	other	animals.		However,	landowners	should	
keep	in	mind	that	density	goals	for	CWD	management	will	be	determined	on	a	case	by	case	
basis	depending	on	many	factors.		TPWD	and	TAHC	will	always	use	the	best	science	available	
and	take	into	account	all	ramifica0ons	of	the	disease	and	management	ac0ons	before	decisions	
are	made.		If	CWD	is	discovered	on	your	ranch,	the	type	of	response	will	depend	on	the	
circumstances,	but	landowners	might	expect	some	of	the	general	process	listed	below	to	occur.	
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• Once	a	CWD	posi0ve	is	discovered	in	a	white-tailed	deer	or	mule	deer,	the	Texas	Animal	Health	
Commission	and/or	Texas	Parks	&	Wildlife	Department	will	contact	the	ranch	owner	and	open	
dialogue	of	next	steps	to	address	the	disease	discovery.	

• Addi0onal	sampling	will	likely	be	recommended	to	determine	the	geographic	extent,	
prevalence	rates,	possible	sources	for	the	introduc0on	of	CWD,	and	help	to	determine	
the	appropriate	disease	management	response.	The	agencies	will	work	in	coopera0on	
with	the	affected	property	owner	to	determine	the	best	approach	to	contain	the	
disease.	

• Addi0onal	sampling	through	adequate	hunter	harvest	may	be	the	preferred	op0on,	as	it	
would	allow	the	landowner	to	u0lize	hun0ng	as	a	poten0al	income	source	while	helping	
to	meet	CWD	sampling	goals.		However,	Department	staff	may	request	for	addi0onal	
sampling	to	occur	outside	of	normal	hun0ng	seasons	if	tradi0onal	hun0ng	is	
unsuccessful	at	acquiring	a	sufficient	number	of	samples.	

• Texas	Animal	Health	Commission	in	most	cases	will	develop	a	herd	plan	for	the	ranch	
that	would	provide	condi0ons	under	which	deer	may	be	moved	from	or	liberated	on	to	
the	property,	addi0onal	CWD	sampling	needs,	carcass	movement	restric0ons,	and	
popula0on	density	goals	for	that	property	or	area,	as	well	as	other	requirements	to	
manage	CWD.	

Q:	What	are	some	of	the	different	types	of	disease	management	strategies	available	to	
manage	CWD?	
	 A:		Strategies	may	include	

• Voluntary	or	Mandatory	CWD	check	sta0ons	to	test	hunter-harvested	deer	

• Banning	of	bai0ng	or	feeding	that	unnaturally	concentrate	deer	

• Adopt	regula0ons	that	prevent	unnatural	movement	of	deer	

• Adopt	regula0ons	concerning	the	movement	and	disposi0on	of	certain	deer	carcass	
parts	

• Herd	plans	developed	by	TAHC	and	TPWD	for	CWD	infected	or	exposed	sites	(breeding	
facili0es,	individual	ranches)	

• Public	educa0on	about	CWD	and	how	landowners/hunters	can	help	prevent	or	reduce	
the	risk	of	spreading	CWD	

• Manage	for	lower	deer	densi0es		

• Hunter	harvest	is	the	preferred	method	to	reduce	deer	density	

• Eliminate	a	deer	popula0on	on	a	ranch	or	specific	area	if	eradica0on	of	CWD	is	a	viable	
op0on,	but	unlikely	in	most	cases	
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• Sharpshoo0ng	by	agency	officials,	with	coopera0on	of	private	landowners	

Q:	Will	TPWD	or	TAHC	eradicate	deer	on	my	property	or	within	a	certain	geographic	area	
around	where	the	CWD	posi;ve	was	discovered?	
	 A:		Eradica0on	of	CWD	from	a	free-ranging	deer	popula0on	would	be	difficult.		For	
eradica0on	to	be	a	viable	op0on,	early	detec0on	of	CWD	is	cri0cal	and	the	geographic	extent	of	
the	disease	must	be	limited.		Under	those	condi0ons	it	may	be	possible	to	eradicate	CWD	by	
significantly	reducing	the	deer	popula0on.		Some	states	such	as	New	York	and	Minnesota	have	
been	successful	in	keeping	CWD	from	geyng	established	through	eradica0on	efforts	because	
CWD	was	discovered	early	and	deer	popula0ons	were	drama0cally	reduced	in	localized	areas	to	
eliminate	poten0al	spread.		Those	areas	have	been	CWD	free	for	a	number	of	years	and	deer	
popula0ons	are	returning	to	pre-treatment	densi0es.		In	situa0ons	where	there	is	a	possibility	
to	prevent	the	establishment	of	CWD,	the	best	op0on	may	be	to	remove	as	many	deer	as	
possible	in	the	disease	zone.		TPWD	has	not	iden0fied	a	situa0on	where	this	approach	to	
eradicate	CWD	from	a	free-ranging	popula0on	was	an	op0on.		When	CWD	was	discovered	in	
West	Texas	in	2012,	TPWD	and	TAHC	did	not	recommend	any	further	popula0on	reduc0on	
because	mule	deer	densi0es	were	already	at	low	level	(2-3	deer	per	square	mile).		A	popula0on	
reduc0on	in	the	Hueco	Mountains	would	not	prevent	addi0onal	animals	from	contrac0ng	CWD	
from	the	contaminated	environment;	therefore,	an	approach	to	manage	CWD	through	
regula0ons	and	educa0on	was	u0lized.		Governing	the	movement	of	deer	in	and	out	or	within	
that	area	where	CWD	is	established,	and	efforts	to	help	educate	landowners,	hunters,	and	the	
general	public	on	how	to	reduce	CWD	risks	were	deployed.		Whether	TPWD	would	consider	
op0ons	to	try	to	eliminate	all	deer	on	a	ranch	or	within	a	rela0vely	small,	localized	area	will	be	
handled	case-by-case	and	will	depend	on	many	factors,	but	trying	to	eliminate	a	deer	
popula0on	to	control	or	eradicate	CWD	is	not	prac0cal	in	most	situa0ons.	

Q:	Will	I	have	to	pay	for	CWD	tes;ng	from	deer	I	submit	or	my	hunters	submit?	
	 A:	TPWD	will	pay	for	tes0ng	on	all	samples	collected	by	TPWD	staff.	Therefore,	hunters	
and	landowners	are	encouraged	to	contact	TPWD	wildlife	biologists	to	have	a	deer	tested	for	
CWD.		A	landowner	or	hunter	collec0ng	and	submiyng	their	own	CWD	samples	to	TVMDL	are	
responsible	for	those	CWD-tes0ng	expenses.			Addi0onally,	certain	release	sites	receiving	
liberated	breeder	deer,	and	TTT/TTP	trap	sites	are	required	to	collect	and	submit	CWD	samples	
and	pay	for	those	lab	fees.	

Q:	Will	I	be	able	to	keep	the	antlers	from	a	buck	that	I	want	to	have	tested	for	CWD?	
	 A:	Yes,	antlers	may	be	retained	by	hunters	who	desire	to	have	CWD	samples	collected.		A	
proper	0ssue	sample	(obex)	may	be	collected	without	damaging	the	cape	or	antlers.	Hunters	
retaining	the	antlers	are	strongly	encouraged	to	discard	brain	0ssue	or	other	nervous	system	
material	in	a	landfill	or	at	the	loca0on	of	harvest	(preferably	buried).	

Q:	Where	should	I	dispose	of	inedible	carcass	parts	or	heads	a`er	I	have	submiaed	a	CWD	
sample?	
	 A:	In	order	to	minimize	the	risk	of	spreading	CWD	through	infected	carcass	parts	and	
contamina0ng	the	environment,	hunters	or	persons	receiving	deer	carcasses	are	strongly	
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encouraged	to	dispose	of	inedible	carcass	parts	at	the	site	of	harvest	(preferably	buried)	or	in	a	
landfill.		Brain,	eyes,	lymph	nodes,	tonsils,	spleen,	and	spinal	cord	are	0ssues	where	infec0ous	
CWD	prions	concentrate	and	should	be	disposed	of	in	an	appropriate	loca0on.		

Q:	How	will	I	be	able	to	find	out	what	the	CWD	test	results	are	for	the	deer	I	submiaed	for	
tes;ng?	
	 A:	Results	from	CWD	samples	collected	by	TPWD	staff	will	be	made	available	on	the	
TPWD	CWD	website	within	2-4	weeks	ager	collec0ng	samples.		Hunters	or	landowners	will	
receive	a	CWD	sample	receipt	with	a	unique	iden0fica0on	number	for	each	CWD	sample.		The	
results	will	be	posted	by	the	unique	CWD	sample	number	on	the	receipt.		The	website	address	
is	h\p://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/diseases/cwd/	and	is	located	on	the	receipt.		Once	on	
that	web	page,	click	on	the	link	for	CWD	test	results	and	enter	the	receipt	number.	

Q:	Can	I	require	my	hunters	to	test	for	CWD	from	deer	or	any	suscep;ble	species	that	they	
harvest	on	my	ranch?	
	 A:	Whether	a	landowner	chooses	to	require	hunters	to	have	all	deer	(and	other	
suscep0ble	species)	harvested	on	the	ranch	tested	for	CWD	is	a	decision	to	be	made	between	a	
landowner	and	the	lease	hunters.		TPWD	encourages	landowners	to	submit	as	many	samples	as	
they	wish	to	help	provide	more	confidence	that	CWD	is	not	in	free-ranging	deer	popula0ons	
beyond	where	it	is	known	to	exist.	

Q:	Why	is	TPWD	asking	for	help	in	collec;ng	CWD	samples	this	year?	
	 A:	TPWD	is	increasing	CWD	sample	collec0on	efforts	statewide	in	light	of	recent	findings	
of	CWD	in	cap0ve	breeding	facili0es	in	Lavaca	and	Medina	coun0es.		The	increased	surveillance	
will	provide	more	confidence	that	CWD	is	not	present	in	free-ranging	white-tailed	deer	
popula0ons.		Because	CWD	tes0ng	is	voluntary	in	the	majority	of	the	state,	TPWD	staff	will	be	
asking	hunters	and	landowners	for	permission	to	sample	hunter-harvested	deer	or	any	other	
suscep0ble	species	for	CWD.	Throughout	deer	season,	staff	will	be	at	meat	processing	facili0es,	
check	sta0ons,	and	other	loca0ons	collec0ng	samples.		Established	check	sta0on	loca0ons	will	
be	posted	on	the	TPWD	CWD	web	page.		Hunters	and	landowners	may	also	contact	their	local	
TPWD	biologists	for	more	informa0on	about	CWD	sample	collec0ons.		Your	local	TPWD	biologist	
can	be	found	on	the	TPWD	website	at	the	following	link	h\ps://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/land/
technical_guidance/biologists/		

Q:	Why	should	I	submit	CWD	tests	or	encourage	my	hunters	to	submit	CWD	samples?	
	 A:	In	order	to	have	a	high	degree	of	confidence	that	CWD	is	not	present	in	the	free-
ranging	deer	popula0ons	outside	of	the	CWD	containment	zone	in	West	Texas,	TPWD	needs	to	
collect	and	test	as	many	samples	as	possible.		TPWD’s	collec0on	goal	from	free-ranging	hunter-
harvested	deer	for	the	2015-16	deer	season	is	greater	than	8,000	samples.		TPWD’s	sampling	
plan	calls	for	a	specific	number	of	CWD	samples	from	each	of	the	33	different	white-tailed	deer	
popula0on	monitoring	units	called	RMUs	(resource	management	units).		Achieving	that	goal	will	
require	coopera0on	from	hunters	and	landowners	as	well	as	many	others.		

Q:	Are	there	other	examples	of	where	elimina;on	or	complete	removal	of	an	animal	
popula;on	is	necessary	to	combat	a	disease	outbreak?	
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	 A:	Popula0on	reduc0ons	are	ogen	a	necessary	and	important	op0on	to	combat	and	
manage	disease	outbreaks.		There	are	a	number	of	examples	in	the	livestock	industry	for	ca\le,	
sheep,	and	chickens	where	en0re	herds	or	flocks	were	eliminated	to	manage	a	disease	
outbreak.		That	type	of	response	was	jus0fied	as	a	measure	to	protect	the	greater	livestock	
industry.		Managing	CWD	in	free-ranging	deer	popula0ons	is	much	more	difficult	than	managing	
a	disease	outbreak	in	livestock,	but	similar	disease	management	responses	are	appropriate	in	
some	situa0ons.			

BIBLIOGRAPHY	

	Anderson,	David	P.,	B.F.	Frosch,	J.L.	Outlaw,	2007,	Economic	Impact	of	the	Texas	Deer	Breeding	1

Industry.		APFC	Research	Report	07-3.		Texas	A&M	University	Agriculture	&	Food	Policy	Center	

	Trend	in	CWD	prevalence	and	mule	deer	popula0on	in	the	South	Converse	Unit	of	Wyoming,	2

2001-2011	(published	by	WY	Game	and	Fish	Agency)		

	Edmunds,	David	R.	2013.	Chronic	Was0ng	Disease	Ecology	and	Epidemiology	of	White-tailed	3

Deer	in	Wyoming.	Disserta0on.	University	of	Wyoming,	Department	of	Veterinary	Sciences.		

DeVivo,	Melia	T.	2015.	Chronic	Was0ng	Disease	Ecology	and	Epidemiology	of	Mule	Deer	in	
Wyoming.	Disserta0on.	University	of	Wyoming,	Department	of	Veterinary	Sciences.		

	Geremia	C,	M.W.	Miller,	J.A.	Hoe0ng,	M.F.	Antolin,	and	N.T.	Hobbs.	2015.	Bayesian	Modeling	of	4

Prion	Disease	Dynamics	in	Mule	Deer	Using	Popula0on	Monitoring	and	Capture-Recapture	
Data.	PLoS	ONE	10(10):	e0140687.		

Miller	M.W.,	H.M.	Swanson,	L.L.	Wolfe,	F.G.	Quartarone,	S.L.	Huwer,	C.	H.	Southwick,	and	P.	M.	
Lukacs.	2008.	Lions	and	Prions	and	Deer	Demise.	PLoS	ONE	3(12):	e4019.		

Monello,	R.	J.,	J.G.	Powers,	N.T.	Hobbs,	T.R.	Spraker,	M.K.	Watry,	and	M.A.	Wild.	2014.	Survival	
and	Popula0on	Growth	of	a	Free-Ranging	Elk	Popula0on	with	a	Long	History	of	Exposure	to	
Chronic	Was0ng	Disease.	Journal	of	Wildlife	Management	78:214-223.		

	DRAFT	SUBMITTED	FOR	PUBLICATION		5

Modeled	impacts	of	Chronic	Was0ng	Disease	on	White-tailed	Deer	in	a	Semi-Arid	Environment	
Aaron	M.	Foley,	David	G.	Hewi\,	Charles	A.	DeYoung,	Randy	W.	DeYoung		
Caesar	Kleberg	Wildlife	Research	Ins0tute,	Texas	A&M	University—Kingsville,	Kingsville,	TX,	
United	States	of	America		

� 	17
For	Informa0onal	Purposes	Only,	Texas	Parks	and	Wildlife	Founda0on	


